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And the house when it was in building,was built 
stone made ready before it was brought thither: 

so that there was neither hammer nor axe nor any tool ~ 
of iron heard in the house,while it was in building. 

1.Kings~?. 
c.7. v.7 

In the Sacred Scriptures it is the invariable rule that a houae 

ie t h e symbol of the human soul. We are familiar with t he truth ~ 

King Solomom is typical of the man who desires to make that house 

a fit and worthy temple of t he Living God. 

Of couree,it is beyond all doubt t hat the man ,..a King Solomon, 

did actually build a temple long centuries ago. But as the story 

is recorded in the Bible it stands as Divine Parable. King Solomon 

is the typical wise man who loves the Lord and builds his character 

in accordance with the exact directions provided in the Divine Word. 

What is recorde6 in t he Sacred Scripturee,spiritually interpreted, 

is ample and sufficient to enable every wise-hearted man so to form 

his character that it . may become the beautiful dwelling of the Moat 

High;a soul in which sublimest worship may be offered;in which prayer 

and praise have their daily exercise;in which inspiration and enlight· 

enment from the Lord are constantly received . 

No precise pattern of such a soul can be conceived because each 

soul must build upon the broad,general principles and truths as he 

personally receives and understands them. Just as it ie impoessible 

to ~ imagine one rigid,narrow type of Chrietia.n,eo is .. it· 

impossible to conceive of the exact shape of the temple . 

We have the One Living Form,the matchless Humanity of our 
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Saviour,whom we all should aspire and pTay to follow;but there 

were twelve disciples who followed Him;and the twelve are repre-

s entative of all kinda and classes of Christianity. Hence,wl).ile 

we lave definite and particular inst r uctions for the building of 

t he Temple each wise-hearted man must build his own structure; 

each charac ter must be complete and beautiful i n i ts own way. 

There is no outward uniformity;there is no proud supremacy for 

any one special type of Christianity. The exact form and arch­

i tecture of t h e Temple are not known in all the details: but the 

principles and directions g iven provide for the perfection of ..a 
each soul according t o t h e ability and p eculiar characteristi c s 

of each . 

So t hat t he indefiniteness of Scripture is
1

indeed1 a striking 

feature of its universal application and wisdom;illustrated by 

the passage above quoted ae our text. 

There is a suggestive question offer ed through the prophet 

Isaiah in the 66th chapter:"Thus saith the LORD,Where is t he 

house that y e build unto me?"; f ollowed by these impreeei ve word s: 
( 

"to this man will I look , even to him that is poor and of a con-
my 

trite spirit,and trembleth at 11§9 Word" ... Jr you will read 

carefully t he story of So lomon's life1and how h e built the temple) 

you will not fail to recognize t hat h e was humble and of a con-

t rite spirit,that is,poor in self-reliance and self-intelligence, 

trembling lest he should break t he Law of the Lord and assert his 

own self- will and vain t ho ught. Hie humble prayer for guidanc e 

t hroughout his life and respecting all his dut ies is the grandest 
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testimony to his wi sdom . Hie prayer received full response 

and satisfaction;fo r Solomon not only built t he notable temple 

but he extended the Kingdom of Israel and attained to great 

r enown. 

Now, the building of the temple ,the Lord ' a House, wae the 

beginning of Solomon's gr ea t ness . The building up of charact­

er ,the making of t he soul into the House of the Lord,is the 

first essential step towards a life of far-reaching use a.nd 

honourable repute . And unless we are prepared to give our best 

labours and energy,to give all our wealth and skill and life 

to t he formation of our characters aft er t he Divine Pattern; 

unless we seek to make those characters enduring and strong 

and lovely according to Divine Pla.n,you may be eure there is 

no expansion poeeible,the Lord ' s Kingdom will not gain either 

influence or power in one;' s life, and the world fill not gather 

around one f or help and advice as it t!Jlt gathe~round King 

Solomon. 

I sometimes think t he present insignificance of r eligi -

ous people; the apathy and neglect,the acorn and contempt with 

which so-called Christians are treated,largely arie~rom their 

lack of distinctive character . Christian peoj>l~~n these days. 

have no great reputatiofor possessing wiGdom:t~cir influence 

does not extend itself into the outlying r egions of the world'J 

life . By tacit consent Christianity is ruled out of polit'ics 

a.nd commerce an d civil affairs ~~erever there is important -
work to be done"pra.cti cal " men are called for;Chr~tianity is 
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4 2 

dubbed idealistic,not r eali stic and therefore utterly impract 

icable. And I cannot but feel that the r eason ie that too 

many Christian pe_ople~ack definite , f irm character; lack loyal ­

ty to the truths they posaeee; have failed to build up their 

souls as a House of t he Lord on the plan of the G:reat Archi­

tect of t he Univer se ;but have chipped away t he trut~s they 

have r eceived to make them conform to their own designs and 

plana: wherea s they should take t he t ruths as t he Lord g ives 

them and bU1i ld according to t h e Divine i ns t r uctions , as Solo­

mon ·built for Israel. 

Oi.\r text explains what I mean: " The house when i t was 

in building,wa a built of stone made r eady at t h e quarry ; and 

there was nei t her hammer no r axe nor any t oo l of iron heard a 

in t h e ho use while it ·was i n bui 1 ing". 

Solomon ,j;he wise ma.n,brough t t h e stone f r om t h e quarry 

where it was cut and prepared f or use;and as it was brought 

away so was it built into t he noble structure . 

The wise disciple of the Lord should come to the quarry 

of the Divine Word a nd receive fro m t~e ~uarry Master clear-

cut specific truths;Worde of distinctive value;Doctrines all 

squared and poli shed for 1B!l!l immediate use in the building of 

character . The wise disciple • ho'uld take tho s e s t cmes and 

patiently , earneetl y ,intellig ent ly s eek t h e proper places fo1 

ti._em ~l e bl.ct ld put th em i n position intact ,entire ,untouched 

by "hammer , axe ,or any t c;..c l of i ron" that would «W@ll change 

~ forr.:i or figur e or function ;diminish ....., magnitude or 
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5 . 

importance , and thus spoil ~-- real purpo s e cmd use ; and 'kl 

prevent the building from being erected accor di ng to the 

Divine Plan . 

The way of most of u s is no t that of the wise 

Solomon . We acquir e truth s fro m t he Word : the Lord r eveals 

speci f ic commandmiente ;He makes known to ua truths of great 

beautw and s trength) and we carry them away to our homes and 

look a t them and t hink about them and proudly shew them t o 

others ~"5ut we do not al wa.n at once see how t hey fit in 

with what we are doing at t h at parti cular time; witfi t he 

aspirations ,de s iree,purpose e we are intent upon:and so , too 

often we straight way take some natural a r gument , some 
J 

wor l dly consideration, some self-intelligent qualificati~n 
a 

and we modi fy ®E@ truth ; we mak e it fit in with 2J!!: idea; 

we make it smaller ; we knock off this corner or that; we 

change its possibility of service : whereas we ought to have 

careful ly ,prayerfully so ught to find out the speci fic 

positiG1n fo r t h at truth just as it is:for thus on ly can we 
/all..#-

b~d the character or soul on
1
t he g rand scale andipattern 

the lLord h as i n view ~ 4fre spoil the truth :we a t tain to a 

building tha t is mean a~d feeble,poor and commonplace. ~ 
I appeal to you ,friends :I s t hat not the way with mos t 

0 f l.lB °l We come t o t h e Divine W~rd; we r ecei ve 

~ delights u s, we are enthusiastic ab01® it; we 

a great trut~ 
'~~ 

reali ze/ i 't 

fi rmly and truly set in our hearts or minds or conduct we 

should be larger -mi nded, nobler - spi r i ted , s fo ng and trusty
1 
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6. 

as we would strive to be . The truth concernil'lg forgiving until 

seventy times seven, for example; or , conf essing \'ltl-:cn ·;:c ~ .. .:.i.-:-c d.o n e 

\:rong•• t h e truth about not inju.ring another soul by thought 

or word ;or being absolutely truthful and unselfieh :or any other 

of tbe many doc t rines dravm from the Word. We treasure the 

aton e obtained at the Q,uarry . 

But when we return to the ord inary sphere of daily life, we 

find other f eeling s and t houghts ari sej we have other inter ests 

and f eflections;and it is not clear how , if we use this stone 

just a s it is , we can 1'111intain our worldly prestige, how we can 

g et that financial success we so long for,how we can enjoy that 

advanf age or pleasure we expected to enjoy: so we qualify the 

truth, we cut of f a word or two and twi s t it round , we put it 

into acme place where it does not quite fit , we try to square 

it a s we wish it to b e :and wh en we have done
1
it is ' nt recogniz ­

able as the stone we brought away from t h e Lord. And men know- ­

ing what we h ave done,percei ving our folly , realizing our dis ­

loyalty to t h e truths we have pr ofeesed,h abe no confidence in 

ue,hold us in contempt,and r ul e such paltry religion as quite 

worthleee . And t his needs cl anging . 

We each rnay do something by being more diligent and 
_,, . 

ree~rceful in fixt.ng in ourselves the truths we learn ~s thEQr 

are given to us at the ~uarr¥ • The wise man ms h e who raises 

"neither hammer nor axe ,nor any tool o f iron" ; who allows no 

worldly though t , no natural principle,no selfi sh interest to 

mar or abuse truths r evealed by t he lord . 
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7 I 

~,--
When it i s known~C~stian people have an ideal in life,a Divine 

Ideal, and are ready to \'I\ dedicate tl!emsel vee to building to that 

idea1_,strictly and fe.i thfully accordi ng to the Di vine Directions , 

they will be re spected ; for they wi ll at tain to great strength and 

dignity of character_, and their influence and service will be great 

and widely acknowledged; even as So lemon ' s domains and wi sdom becam e 

proverbial o 

It took Solomon some twenty years to complete his temple. It 

takes a li fet ime to build t he soul as a House of the lord;and t oo fMI 

much haste and imp~tienc e are undesirable. Steady sea~ah for the 

right and true way to use the stones that the Master distributes 

must be made ; the atones must be u s ed as they are made ready at t h e 

Q.uarry . Otherwise no progress can be made in erec ting that which the 

Lord plans;~ unleee" t h e Lord build t he house t hey l abour in vain 

t hat build it" (Psalm cxxvii . i ) 
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